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(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a resist 
composition useful as a negative resist for ArF excimer 
laser beam exposure by incorporating the polymer of an 
a-substituted acrylate having a group capable of forming 
an intramolecular ester by lactonization in the ester part 
and a photoacid-generator. 

SOLUTION: This resist composition contains the 
polymer of an a-substituted acrylate having a group 
capable of forming an intramolecular ester by 
lactonization in the ester part and the photoacid- 
generator, and the polymer has the repeating units of M 
the formula, and the polymer may be a copolymer of the ^ ' :< '^ffiiffi*' 

above-mentioned a-substituted acrylate with the other 
ester, thus permitting the characteristics of the resist 
composition to be changed in accordance with the use 
purpose of the resist composition. In the formula, each 
of R1 and R2 is a 1-6C hydrocarbon group, and it is 
preferred that each is an alkyl group such as methyl, 
ethyl, propyl, butyl, and the like; and (m) is 2, 3, or 4. 
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